Read the full article here: http://www.doctorswithoutborders. org/news/article.cfm?id=6102 &cat=field-news (Source: Doctors Without Borders/ Médecins Sans Frontières)
Cholera Outbreak Hits Bududa After Landslide
An outbreak of cholera has hit Bunakasala parish in Bulucheke subcounty in Bududa district, adding to the tragedy in the area that was struck by landslides 2 weeks ago.
Betty Mukyala, the Bududa acting district health officer, disclosed in a recent interview that 3 cholera patients from Bunakasala parish were admitted to Bushika Health Centre for treatment. The outbreak is attributed to the inadequacy of safe water points in the parish located along the steep slopes of Mt Elgon.
"Bunakasala parish had one spring well serving multitudes of people in the area. This well, however, was buried when landslides struck the area on June 25. As such, many residents are left with no option but to fetch surface water from contaminated streams that crisscross the parish for consumption and domestic use," according to Mukyala.
Bududa district has been grappling with the cholera epidemic since February. The disease has killed 8 people among a total of 197 cases. The district has designated Bushika Health Centre as the cholera isolation treatment point.
The safe water coverage in the district is at 62%, but it is only 40% in Bulucheke sub-county.
Health workers fear that the poor pit latrine coverage in Bulucheke-estimated at only 41%-combined with the continuous rains pounding the area could escalate the prevalence of cholera in Bulucheke.
David Tsolobi, the district community development officer, ex plained that Bulucheke's location on the steep slope of the mountain and its low water table help to account for the rise in cholera prevalence. He says many people depend on water from streams and wells for domestic use yet people upstream usually contaminate this water through open defecation.
Stephen Womukota, the eastern regional disaster management officer for the Uganda Red Cross Society (URCS), said they had sunk 5 pit latrines in Bunakasala parish to improve the sanitation in the area and hinder the spread of cholera. He added that URCS also distributed water purification tablets among residents in the parish.
Read the full article here: h t t p : / / w w w. n e w v i s i o n . c o . u g / news/632534-cholera-cripples-bududaone-week-after-landslide.html (Source: New Vision) report: Minamata disease Likely Not restricted to designated relief Areas Dozens of people living in areas not covered by government relief measures for patients with Minamata disease also appear to be victims of Japan's worst case of industrial pollution.
An investigation led by The Asahi Shimbun suggests that the majority of 160 people who fit this category also suffer from the neurological disease but face the prospect of not getting Highly toxic methyl mercury accumulated in fish and shellfish that were then consumed by residents of local communities. Symptoms of the disease include numbness, impairment of vision, and in some cases, death.
News From Around the World
Approximately 3000 people have been officially recognized as Minamata disease patients to date, although the number of those afflicted is estimated to be in the tens of thousands.
Working with doctors who have been conducting screenings to find potential patients, The Asahi Shimbun analyzed the medical records of more than 700 residents of the Amakusa islands, which are located on the other side of the Shiranui Sea from Minamata. Several parts of the Amakusa region are excluded from areas designated for relief measures.
Even in people who have symptoms, eligibility is generally restricted to certain age groups and place of domicile.
The new finding suggests a fundamental flaw in relief efforts because areas eligible for assistance do not reflect the scope of the problem.
The doctors, along with Asahi Shimbun reporters, reviewed records for 728 residents of the Amakusa region who received medical checkups between January 2005 and June 2010 to determine if they have the disease.
Of the 728 records checked, the majority of the 160 people living outside the designated areas for relief showed similar symptoms to the 568 residents living inside designated areas of Amakusa who had numbness in their limbs. The symptoms were also like those of 470 people living in designated areas of Minamata and other parts of the main island of Kyushu.
The data for the 160 people clearly had different resutlts from medical checks for 118 people living in areas not affected by mercury poisoning, such as the cities of Fukuoka and Kagoshima.
It is therefore safe to conclude that a large number of those 160 individuals have Minamata disease.
The state plans to stop accepting applications for relief at the end of July.
